
Return to Learn Phase II
Recommendation regarding metrics to return to in-person learning

August 18, 2020



Timeline
• July 9:  SUSD Governing Board approves Return to Learn Plan
• July 23: Governor issues Executive Order 2020-51 requiring Arizona Department of Health 

Services to develop ”public health benchmarks for the safe return to in-person, teacher-led 
classroom instruction”

• July 23: Scottsdale group convened by a Scottsdale City Council member which included 
representation from Honor Health to talk about challenge of reopening schools

• July 29: Follow-up conversation from the 7/23 meeting expanded to included several 
superintendents from the North Valley Education Consortium and an MD from PVUSD to talk 
about potential metrics

• August 3: Operations and Logistic Health and Safety Committee convened for first meeting 
regarding potential metrics and criteria for safely re-opening

• August 6:  NVEC met with Dr. Sunenshine and reviewed draft recommendations for reopening 
criteria

• August 6: Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) issued recommendations for schools to 
consider 

• August 10:  Operations and Logistics Health and Safety Committee reviewed ADHS guidance, 
neighboring district plans, and information from Maricopa County Department of Public Health 
before formulating a recommendation to the Governing Board



ADHS 
Reopening 
Criteria
Scenarios



ADHS Additional Criteria 

** District face covering policy will remain in place at least until MCDPH indicates it is no longer necessary.
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Discussion Points from Committee

• Reviewed ADHS guidelines
• Discussed Maricopa County Department of Public Health (MCDPH) 

plans to provide data on positive rates by city, school district and zip 
code

• Considered the decision on metrics by a neighboring district
• Reiterated the need to both ensure health, safety, and wellbeing of 

students and staff and the importance of resuming in-person learning 
when safe to do so

• Extensive conversation regarding the “yellow” zone and need to 
revise hybrid options



Additional Committee Discussion

• Questions about when in-person would start after achieving 
recommended benchmarks for 2 consecutive weeks.

• Consideration of hybrid options, potential differences between 
elementary, middle and high school, as well as potential phase-in 
return to learn (e.g. starting with younger students).

• Request to have clarity on protocols around when a student or staff 
member tests positive.

• Concerns with respect to mask-wearing compliance.
• Desire for clarity around metrics that may trigger return to virtual 

learning.



Committee Recommendation

By consensus, the Operations and Logistics Health and Safety 
Committee recommends the Scottsdale Unified School District 
Governing Board adopt the Arizona Department of Public Health 
Services recommended metrics for safely returning to in-person 
learning.



Next Steps
• Return to Learn Phase II subcommittee(s) began meeting on August 13th to 

consider hybrid options and EDL extended.
• Beginning on August 14, MCDPH provided initial report on core metrics for 

the county, city, school district, and zip code.  Data will be updated weekly 
allowing for monitoring progress toward being able to implement a new 
hybrid plan.

• Monitor other school districts in AZ and around nation that have reopened 
for lessons learned.

• Continue to pursue mitigation strategies consistent with CDC, ADHS, and 
MCDPH recommendations.

• Finalization of health and safety protocols that includes the MCDPH 
guidance tool for schools with the appropriate documents for reporting.

• Continue working with potential partners to identify rapid testing options 
to increase confidence in return to learn safely.



Questions?

www.susd.org/Reopen
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